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11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)nAII b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ._. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takahashi US Patent no. 4,644,587 in view of Hardcastle et al. US 6,178,025. 

Regarding clainns 6 and 7, Takahashi discloses in Figure 5, a method/apparatus 
of a communication arrangement for connecting together a plurality of nodes, said 
arrangement comprising: at least one opto-electronic transducer 502 each connected to 
one of said plurality of nodes 570-1, 570-2, 570-n, each transducer 500 for 
generating a first electrical output signal in response to an optical input signal from one 
of said nodes (Col. 6, lines 62-64); and each transducer 500 for determining a value of 
said electrical output signal (e.g., by collision detector 510, and outputting, during a 
period of time when there is an absence of an input optical signal from said one node 
(e.g., when a collision occur, the transmitting signals can not reach to a receiving end), 
a second electrical signal as an error signal (e.g. collision signal is generated by the 
collision generator)(Col. 7, lines 8-61). Takahashi does not specifically disclose for 
generating an error signal when said relative value of said electrical signal is less than a 
predetermined value (He discloses for generating an error signal when said relative 
value of said electrical signal is larger than a predetermined value). However, 
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comparing the electrical signal with the predetermined threshold value and using the 
comparison result for generating an error signal is just a comparison logic. One would 
have said if the electrical signal is larger than a predetermined value the generating an 
error signal or the other would have said if the electrical signal is less than a 
predetermined value the generating a error signal as Hardcastle discloses in col. 4, 
lines 59-65. At the time of the invention was made, it would have been obvious to an 
artisan to implement the comparison logic taught by Hardcastle in the system of 
Takahashi. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do that in 
order to send out an error signal to the other node when a loss of signal or signal 
collision occur. 

Regarding claims 8-10, Takahashi discloses wherein said error signal (e.g. 
collision signal) is stored in a memory (e.g., latch 71 1) and the step of reading out a 
status of said memory element is addressable (col. 10, lines 43-64). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 6-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dzung D Iran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3025. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (571) 272-3022. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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